GB’s Prayer for Chibok Girls & Nigeria
Father,
You are a God of compassion.
You love each one of the missing 219 young women from Chibok. You
know them by name. They are your precious to you.
Please comfort them all including our GB sisters Abigail, Deborah,
Grace, Awa, Esther and Deborah. Fill them with your hope, courage
and strength. Let them know that they are never, ever alone.
You know the many, many people affected by Boko Haram’s violence.
The world may have forgotten them, but you haven’t. We think of the 2
million people who have been forced to leave their homes. We can’t
imagine what this is like. Please provide for all their needs.
You are a comforter of the broken-hearted. For the devastated families
and communities in Nigeria, please provide your healing. Thank you
God for the shining light of the church in Nigeria and for how GB is
transforming lives throughout the country. We pray for wisdom &
courageous leadership from the government and for peace for this
nation.
We don’t understand why these girls, families and communities are
suffering so much. We know that your heart is breaking with ours. We
trust your promises Lord.
As Ephesians 3:20 says, anything is possible with you. You can do
immeasurably more that we can ask or imagine.
Please help these young women (and the many others) return to their
families.
Our hope remains in you.
Amen

www.gbworldwide.org

1.

How can you use this prayer in GB?
GB International is inviting members and friends to say this prayer on 14/15 April
2016, the second anniversary of the Chibok girls’ abductions. However it can be
used any time. There are a number of ways which you can use this prayer
individually, in Girls’ Brigade and in Church. Please feel free to adapt this prayer
activity to suit the needs of your young people.
In Girls’ Brigade:
 Use it as part of your opening or closing devotions along with a brief
update of the situation in Nigeria (see p.3). One person could read it out
or you could print copies so the group can say it collectively together.
 Include a longer time for creative prayer and reflection. You can find
creative
prayer
ideas
in
this
free
GB
resource
http://gbworldwide.org/bring-back-our-girls/.
 If you haven’t done so already, link the prayer with practical action
through
GB
International’s
Cards
of
Hope
initiative
http://gbworldwide.org/project/gbs-cards-of-hope-initiative/ or through
the Hope for Girls resource - http://gbworldwide.org/projects/hope-forgirls/.
In your Church:
 Send this resource to your church leader and encourage them to
include this in a church service or your next GB service.
In your regional/national GB:
 Share this prayer resource on your social media and communication
networks.
 Use the prayer at your next regional/national leadership team meeting.
Individually:
 Spend some time in personal prayer on 14/15 April 2016.
 Share the prayer on your social media networks and encourage others
to join in.
However you choose to engage, we’d love to know what you are doing!
Share on email (home@gbworldwide.org), on facebook
(www.facebook.com/GirlsBrigadeWorldwide) or twitter (@_GBWorldwide)

2.

Update: 2 years on
This is an anniversary that we never wanted to be commemorating. 731 days on
and 219 young women remain missing and separated from their families in
Nigeria. Six of them are our GB sisters – Abigail, Deborah, Grace, Awa, Esther
and Deborah.
Unfortunately many families and communities have been affected by the
violence of Boko Haram, the most deadly terrorist group in the world. Since 2009,
15,000 people have been killed and over 2 million have been forced to leave
their homes. The political situation in Nigeria is extremely complicated as
tensions between Christians and Muslims flare. This tragedy also raises broader
issues such as every child’s right to an education, the persecution of Christians
and ending violence against women.
Last summer, a new Nigerian government led by President Buhari came into
power and pledged to end Boko Haram’s campaign of terror. It has had some
success but the Chibok girls remain missing. The communities and parents of the
young women (and the many others affected by Boko Haram violence) are
devastated with fathomless grief. Agencies like Open Doors have been
providing trauma care and practical help.
Some other girls and women have managed to escape or have been rescued.
As survivors of sexual violence and abuse, their stories are full of horror. Many are
now HIV+ and pregnant. These women require high quality long term care
including counselling, safety and healthcare.
Unfortunately many returning women and girls are severely isolated,
marginalised, rejected and detested by both their communities and families
due to the social and cultural norms related to sexual violence.
Girls’ Brigade cares for girls because God cares for girls. Members all around the
world have been choosing to turn up the volume of hope for these girls. Last
year, our Cards of Hope initiative generated 5,000 cards which were sent to
governments in the UK, Nigeria and Australia.
GB feels convicted to pray for girls and women around the world. We want to
live in a world where the value of every person, regardless of gender, is
championed and celebrated. Please join us as we continue to raise hope for
girls.
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