GB INTERNATIONAL PRAYER CALENDAR 2018
INTERNATIONAL PRAYER FOCUS

WELCOME

INTRODUCTION

Dear GB Friends,

We hope this calendar will guide members with
monthly resources to strengthen their prayer lives
and to empower others. It is just a guide - tailor it
to meet your needs.

In 2018, Girls’ Brigade world-wide will celebrate
125 years of Christian mission through the work of
the Girls’ Brigade Internationally. As we forge
ahead every girl, emerging or established leader
needs our prayers.
Through our annual prayer resources, over the
years, we have aimed to hold the hands of our
members with prayer aids designed to provide
strength and encouragement. God’s word reminds
us: ‘to be careful of nothing but in everything in
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving make
your requests known unto God.” Phil 4:6
This year we have also added prayer points which
came directly from our emerging leaders, young women,
who represent the next generation of GB leaders. They
encourage us to pray for some key issues which are
touching the lives of our girls today.

Our prayer and earnest desire is that 2018 will be a
year which ushers in a season of fruitfulness in the
lives of all Brigade members. We ask that every girl,
teenager or young adult member, emerging or
established leaders may be blessed and bless
others in this special year.

Our monthly calendar break down our theme
into different sub-themes. Each month there is a
meditatve reflection and pointers and prayer
requests that members, companies, districts,
regions or national bodies can focus on each month.
You can use this section in many different ways:
• As personal devotionals at home
• For devotions or epilogues at local, district or
regional leaders’ meetings
• As a prayer focus during your regular GB
meetings for the year
• In parallel with our BE FRUITFUL &
OVERFLOWING PROGRAMME RESOURCE
• To engage online with our GB global family via
our facebook page
www.facebook.com/GirlsBrigadeWorldwide/

THANKS
We would like to thank all those members of our
GB International family who made this resource
possible. May God continue to richly bless you all.
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January 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
PREPARE THE SOIL
REFLECTION
From Vivienne Aitchison (International President)
I am sure we all know the parable of the sower. In this
story the hard-working farmer wanted a harvest so he
planted his seeds. The seeds, all fell in different places
– in the good soil, on the path, in rocky ground and
amongst the weeds. Now it is true that not all the seeds
brought forth fruit but that did not deter the farmer.
You and I, as workers in Girls’ Brigade, have a prime task
‘to help girls to become followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ.’ In order to do this we, like the farmer, have to
faithfully plant the seeds.
The soils we are working with are the hearts and minds
of our girls and young women. These young people,
our soil, will all be different. They may be confident and
self-assured or reserved and low in self-esteem. They
will be affected by many influences from a materialistic
and often troubled world. They will be influenced, for
good or ill, by peer pressure and family traditions. They
will be surrounded by secular demands and media
manipulation. But when they come to GB, we can ‘be
different’ we can surround them with love, care,
support, a different perspective of life, sound values
and a secure environment.
Each one them will receive the message differently.
Some will respond to the gospel seeds with enthusiasm;
some will reject the message without a second thought;
some may go away and reflect on what they have
heard; others may challenge and question. Sowing
gospel seeds on so many ‘soils’, may be frustrating but
the farmer didn’t give up on any part of his field.
Let’s pray for our ‘soil’ the girls and young women that
God has given us to work with and let’s see what God
will do within their lives!

PREPARE THE SOIL
LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDSR
WEEK 1
Pray for GB Malaysia’s Dedication Service of their
new GBM HQ Building (Jan 2018). Pray for the
preparation of the service and for the fundraising for
the building.
Pray for GB Australia’s National Fonomorae (2nd-8th
January) to be held in Perth Western Australia.
WEEK 2
Pray for GB companies around the world as they
give thanks for 125 years of faithful ministry
Pray for GB Zambia and the Planning Committee for
ICGB 2018. May they realise that as they plan they
are preparing the soil so that when we meet God
may produce fruit in our lives.
WEEK 3
Pray for the New Zealand Fonomorae 15th -21st
January
WEEK 4
Pray for Pacific’s IVP (Renelle Neale) as she visits
Vanuatu to re-establish GB work there
PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
Lord, helps to reflect on the concerns of girls who say
that because I’m a girl, I’m more likely to be unable
to read and write. 65 million girls are missing from
school rooms across the globe. Thank God for how
GB is an informal learning space for many girls and
pray for barriers to be removed so that girls can be
all that God created them to be.
PRAY THIS MONTH FOR
GB INTERNATIONAL
As we step into a new year
pray for the work of GB International. We ask that the
IVPs and International President who are leading
Girls’ Brigade may proclaim the vision to be fruitful
and overflowing We pray that they may have
boldness to bear fruit both within their lives and in
planting seeds for Christ through the work of GB.

GB INTERNATIONAL PRAYER CALENDAR 2018
PREPARE THE LAND

FEBRUARY 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
PREPARE THE LAND
REFLECTION
from Renelle Neale (IVP for Pacific)
As I write this reflection, it is Spring time in Australia and
in other countries around of the Pacific. Spring is a time
of renewed growth. The flowers are all budding and
showing off their glory to the world. As the bulbs and
seedling were waiting to bring forth their beauty, in
Spring, they were taking in the nutrients of the soil,
preparing themselves for their entry into the warm
fresh air.
During Autumn and Winter, as I travel around the
countryside of New South Wales, you can see the
farmers ploughing up their fields to plant their crops.
You see them feeding their soil, as it is important to get
the right nutrients for the crops that they are sowing.
Then in early Spring the fields are full of life.
We are just like the farmers preparing the girls, in our
care, for the day that they will blossom into beautiful
Christian young women. We prepare the way for these
girls as they come to know the Lord, through Bible study,
encouraging them to read their Bible, taking part in
Church, Girls’ Brigade and Community activities and
teaching them how to pray. We walk with them through
many difficult times where they feel that there is no
purpose to life, nurturing them, the way that our past
Leaders and Officers nurtured us.
I’m reminded in 2 Timothy 4:2 which says, ‘Preach the
Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct;
rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful
instruction.” This is part of our preparing the way (land)
as we direct, encourage, support and instruct the girls
in their Christian growth.
Blessings as you transform girls’ lives to enrich God’s
world.

LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDS
WEEK 1
Pray for GB Ireland’s TV Service on Sunday 4
February 2018. Ask that the girls taking part may be
blessed and that people who listen may be
impacted by the relevance of GB throughout the
years.
WEEK 2
Pray that those charged with making nominations
for our new International President and Treasurer,
may take their responsibility seriously. Also may
those approached prayerfully consider their
response (deadline for nominations 28th February!)
WEEK 3
Pray for those preparing to attend ICGB 2018. For
some the financial burden is high; pray that God will
graciously enable them to find the monies needed.
Pray too that those seeking visas may find the
process smooth and successful.
WEEK 4
Pray for the 70 young women and leaders attending
GB England & Wales’ Esther Generation Weekend
(23–25 February 2018). This residential event will
enable these young people either to complete their
young leaders training or their Queen’s Award - may
it be a transformative event for all!

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
Let us prayerfully remember the areas of our
society and world which undermine a girl’s
prospects just because she is a girl. Lord may they
each know more of the love of Christ in their lives,
and discover that there is hope in Him. Pray that
through GB they may be given opportunities and
knowledge that otherwise they may never
experience.
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MARCH 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
PLANT SEEDS
REFLECTION
from Priscilla Penny (outgoing IVP Africa)
Our task is to plant and nurture the seeds in whatever
way God reveals to us. So how do we do this? Well, of
course, we have to talk about Jesus. We will doubtless
do this through our epilogues and devotional times.
Then we also need to ensure that we do not neglect the
spiritual parts of our programme. But perhaps more
important than either of these things, we need to live
out our Christian lives before our girls. Someone once
said ‘the only Bible some people will ever read will be
YOU!’ The challenge to us as leaders is to ensure that
while we are busy with our projects, our games, our
crafts and cooking we gently but consistently drop
seeds of kindness, forgiveness, acceptance, love. As
you leave your meeting place, each week, stop for a
moment and ask yourself, ‘Have I sown enough seeds
tonight or have I left any part of the soil barren?’ We
may not know the results – that is in God’s hands. What
we do know, however, is that we are inspired and
motivated by His Holy Spirit and all our works are
constituted under God's divine power. Will you go out
and plant seeds? God gives us the strength and
resources: we just need to be willing to trust and go!
PRAY FOR GB CARIBBEAN &
AMERICAS
The Caribbean & Americas
Fellowship covers fourteen
member states. We pray for
each country represented in
this part of our GB family.
Dear Heavenly Father let us
join GB Cayman and pray for present and future GB
leaders in Cayman and the region that they will seek
their strength from you and as they work with the girls
that they will strive in actions, words and deeds to serve
you by the work that they do with the girls each week.
May they not lose heart and remain steadfast in your
service within Girls’ Brigade. Dear Lord, we pray that
Christ will help them in the quest of planting seeds
wherever they are.

PLANT SEEDS
LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDSR
WEEK 1
Let us pray for GB Thailand as they prepare for the
Advanced Officers' Training Course/AGM (March
2018). Pray for trainers and good follow-through.
WEEK 2
March 8th is International Day of the Woman. Pray
that this day will be a catalyst for women in GB to
sow the seeds of Christ’s love in the lives of young
women everywhere.
Thank God for women like Margaret Lyttle whose
faith and pioneering spirit enabled GB to be born.
WEEK 3
Pray for the Caribbean & Americas member states
many of whom celebrate Girls’ Brigade week with
events during March. May they take this
opportunity to share what GB is doing in God’s
name and may they be fruitful in their mission for
Christ.
WEEK 4
Pray for the organisers for the Pacific Fellowship
AGM & Conference scheduled for late March early
April and for the safe travel of participants, who will
be travelling by land, sea and air.

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
As we celebrate International Day of the Woman
thank God for the legacy of Girls’ Brigade and the
many women across the world who have helped to
raise hope for girls.
Over the last 125 years, six generations of Christian
women have invested in the next generation of
girls. Pray that the young women we now serve
may take on the baton and join Jesus in His mission
as we move into the next 125 years of service.
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April 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
WEED FOR HEALTHIER GROWTH
REFLECTION
from Jill Clarke (international Vice Patron)
Spring in New Zealand happens about October or
November. This is the time we get into our gardens
weeding. Some gardeners find enjoyment in this task,
others not so much! I find it very satisfying to look back
and find precious plants standing tall and proud, with
the weeds all gone!
Jesus told a wonderful parable of the wheat and the
tares-(weeds). Read Matthew 13v25 and then 13v38
where Jesus explains the parable to His disciples.
In short Jesus is the gardener who plants in the world:
the good seed is the people of the Kingdom: the weeds
represent the people who allow Satan into their lives.
Satan plants his weed seeds among the good seeds and
they grow together until ready to harvest. When
harvest time comes the weeds will be separated and
thrown into the furnace to be burned.
Jesus is saying that when He returns His angels will sort
out all who do evil in this world, separating them from
those who belong to His Kingdom.
The prophet Hosea said, “these people spout empty
words and make promises they don’t intend to keep, so
perverted justice springs up among them like poisonous
weeds in a farmers field!” (Hosea 10v4). Does this
sound familiar with the times we live in today? Our
world is becoming more corrupt with every decade. But
we know the end to that story Jesus told. The righteous
will in the end times be saved to shine in the Fathers
Kingdom.
In GB we rejoice in the fact that we have girls & young
women whose lives are witness to their personal faith
in Jesus Christ as Saviour of this world.
This is the GOOD NEWS.

WEED FOR HEALTHIER GROWTH
LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDS
WEEK 1
Pray that there may be much fruit from the GB European
Fellowship Gathering GB125 in Dublin. (4 – 8 April 2018)
WEEK 2
Remember GB Hong Kong’s Basic Officers' Training Camp
(April 2018). Pray for more officers to join in the training
and a good time of being equipped to serve in GB.
WEEK 3
Pray for GB Singapore’s Council Dedication & Awards
Ceremony (April 2018). Give God thanks for the
faithfulness and commitment of the officers and helpers
and ask that God will raise up more officers and leaders.
WEEK 4
Pray for GB Scotland’s Explorer & Junior GB 125
Celebratory Mad Hatters Tea Party (28 April 2018). This
is an event for 1000 girls and leaders at Kelburn Castle
Country Park to celebrate 125 years of GB. We pray for
a successful, happy day for all who attend.

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
Currently 113 Chibok girls remain missing since their
abduction on 14 April 2014; some of them are GB
members. This will mark their fourth year in captivity.
See GB Worldwide website for how to can pray for them
and the many others impacted by Boko Haram violence
in Nigeria.

THIS
MONTH
PRAY FOR GB
EUROPE
The
European
Fellowship
seeks
prayer for effective
witness. Give thanks for Margaret Lyttle our foundress
who began GB in Dublin in 1893. Pray, too, that GB in
Europe may maintain her pioneering spirit ready to try
new ways and methods of being and doing GB in a 21st
century context.
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NURTURE THE PLANTS

MAY 2018

LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDSR

FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
NURTURE THE PLANTS

WEEK 1
Let us pray for GB Hong Kong’s Officers' Retreat
Camp (May 2018). Pray for good relationship with
one another and that all will draw closer to God.

REFLECTION
from Aruk Omri (IVP for Africa)

WEEK 2
Remember members of the GB Europe executive as
they meet in Antrim, Northern Ireland (11 – 13 May
2018).

Nurturing is the act of nourishing or nursing or giving
tender care to someone, education and training.
Tendering, simply means being fond, loving, gentle,
sweet and sensitive.

Pray that those seeking visas for ICGB 2018 will be
successful in their applications.
WEEK 3
Pray for the start of a new term (May 2018). Pray
for smooth transition and preparation for the year;
for good recruitment of a new batch of GB and YMB
(Young Men's Brigade) members.

A Christian mother has a big role to play in the nurturing
and tendering of a girl child. She is to nurture her
children to discover their potentials and talent.
Teach them to dream big and think big and be patient
in their progress. Help them to stand back on their feet
when they fall. Enlighten them to eradicate the fear of
failure. Show them how to live a healthy and modest life
and hold themselves to the highest conduct. A Christian
mother must teach her child to discover her passion in
life. She must know her worth and value. She must tap
into the deep strength, courage and true spirit to
overcome life's challenges.
She must learn how to use her hindsight, foresight and
insight to maximize her impact with critical thinking. A
believing mum is a role model who never gives up on
her children. She connects her children to God in
prayers. (Proverbs 15:14 & Luke 18:1).
She demonstrates unconditional love and cultivates a
joyful environment for them to grow (1 John 4:8 &
Psalm 16:11). A good Christian mum will teach her
children to learn to forgive others willingly (John 20:23).
She will nurture her children to trust in God and grow in
perseverance (Proverbs 28:20). Educate them to
discover the path to an unstoppable life in Christ. They
grow in love and comfort. Every mother is a blessing to
humanity.

WEEK 4
Pray for the GB England & Wales’ Cliff College
Festival (25-28 May 2018). Pray for the GB staff
team who will be helping to lead the 18-30s stream
at the Festival. Pray too, that the 125 GB members
attending will feel God’s presence as they engage
with the activities and the festival theme ‘Ablaze’,
looking at the work of the Holy Spirit.

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
‘I’m more likely to have tears of sorrow (not tears
of joy) on my wedding day because I am a girl.’
Every 3 seconds another girl is forced to marry
someone they don’t want to.
Pray that legislation and cultural change which will
enable girls to make decisions for themselves. Pray
that GB may be a place where young women are
given a sense of self-worth and purpose.

,
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JUNE 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
FOSTER A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
REFLECTION from Poh Imm Tay (IVP Asia)
"For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not
cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with
the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing
in the knowledge of God; giving thanks to the Father who has
qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
the light."
Colossians 1:9-10, 12 NKJV
To be as pleasing and fruitful as God desires, we need to be
very intentional in living for Jesus every day. How can we
make our homes, work areas and spheres of influence, a
place where it is evident that we love God and live for
Him? How can we live lives that are evidently fruitful and
overflowing with God's love?
We can build an environment that is conducive for others to
grow, develop and become fruitful in God's service. Bringing
the presence and fragrance of God's love wherever we go
exemplifies a life which is connected to the Vine. The
loving warmth and sincerity you bring to all relationships will
bless those around you. Love and trust the people you lead.
Let them feel God's love, security and acceptance. When we
allow others around us to feel that they are not judged but
are accepted, loved, appreciated, acknowledged and trusted,
they will respond by giving the best they can.
Pray that each member of your team may be of one mind. Do
not be critical and judgemental. God commands us to speak
the truth in love, so treat each person as Jesus would. He
accepts us as we are but that love does not mean He will
leave us where we are. His love will transform and change us
to be what He wants us to be!
Create an environment where others feel secure, safe and
appreciated, as they are in the process of growing to be like
Jesus. Trust God to give us, as leaders, the wisdom and
patience to guide others to give of their best. As we continue
to abide in the Vine, Jesus, we will be able to call forth from
each one their best and build that healthy environment one
needs to grow and lead like Jesus. We must speak kindly, and
lovingly, show respect for each other and prayerfully work
together. We will surely bring the presence of God into each
life and this will be evident in the joy and happiness we will
all experience. We will together be blessed with much
fruitfulness and overflow with God's love.

FOSTER A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDSR
WEEK 1
Celebrate the 10th June 2018, International Day of Prayer
as we focus on creating healthy environments for
fruitfulness. See our FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING
RESOURCE section of our web-site to find resources to
help you www.gbworldwide.org/resources; and join us
on our FaceBook page on 10th June to pray for our GB
family
WEEK 2
Pray a blessing on GB Scotland as they gather for their Let’s
Celebrate Afternoon Tea + National Awards Presentation
Evening in recognition of 400 adult leaders, past and
present followed by a dinner for Queen’s Award, DofE, and
Long Service award winners (16 June 2018)
Pray for GB Singapore’s Non-Commissioned Officers'
Training Camp (June 2018) & Pioneer/Brigader Brooch
Selection Camp (June 2018) - Pray for the training of our
girls and that they will go on to live out our mission of every
girl a leader.
WEEK 3
Pray for GB Philippines’ Nationwide Launching of 'Each
One Reach One' Campaign Project (June 2018) - Pray for
active participation of the different companies to initiate
and invite other possible prospects to join in the BGBP.
Pray that we may achieve our goal of establishing at least
one new company in each area.
WEEK 4
Pray that the ICGB Planning Committee and its supporters
will remain rooted in God amidst the many pressures of
final preparations.

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
Statistics tell us that only 22% of the world’s
parliamentarians are women, there are only 14 female
heads of state in the world and women account for only
4.4% of Fortune 500 CEOs. In critical spaces of power, very
few women are in control. How can this change?
Increasing female leadership in all areas of public and
private life begins with supporting girls to lead today. Pray
that we in GB may continue to train and empower young
women to be leaders in the world in which they live.
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JULY 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
BE ROOTED IN CHRIST
REFLECTION
from Vivienne Aitchison (International President)
As I write these words (in December 2017), the UK is
experiencing some unusually strong winds. Gale force
gusts are whipping through the countryside causing
havoc: trees are crashing to the ground! But when you
look around you notice a strange thing. Though some
trees have been tossed around like matchsticks, others
close by are still standing strong.
The difference, is all to do with the depths of the roots.
Trees whose roots are shallow bend as soon as the wind
hits; those with deep roots remain standing strong year
after year and survive no matter what. Healthy roots
reach down to get nourishment to keep the tree fresh
and strong. Deep roots hold the plant firm when testing
comes.
As we engage with our 2018 theme FRUITFUL &
OVERFLOWING, let’s remember that if our ministry is to
continue to bring forth fruit we, as leaders, need to
keep our roots firmly grounded in God’s word. We need
to be fed by our Lord and held fast by His love. Christian
service is not always easy.
There will be stormy times when our task is difficult. It
is in these times that we need to be rooted and
grounded in Him and not rely on our own
understanding, wisdom or plans. My challenge is this whenever you meet as a group of GB leaders this year,
make sure you spend time deepening your roots so that
no matter what challenges come your way your service
may continue to be:
FRUITFUL AND OVERFLOWING!

BE ROOTED IN CHRIST
LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDS
WEEK 1
Pray for GB Singapore’s GB Friendship Day (July 2018) and
that GBS will be a blessing to the communities that they
serve.
Pray also for GB Singapore’s Fortnight (July 2018). Pray
that their annual fund-raising will help to bring in the
funds for their programs, and that they may be blessed as
they bless others.
WEEK 2
Pray for GB Thailand’s GB/YMB Week (July 2018) - that
this annual fund-raising event will help to bring in the
necessary funds to run the ministries.
Pray for traveling mercies for the International President’s
Committee and for guidance as the final IPC Meeting for
the outgoing executive takes place (16th-20th July).
Pray for the organizing Committee, Venue Hosts and
Volunteers for ICGB 2018 and for travelling mercies for all
delegates as they journey to Zambia, Africa.
WEEK 3
Pray for God’s intervention and blessing in the selection
of the next GB International President and for wisdom as
strategic decisions are made for GB’s Mission for the
upcoming four years.
WEEK 4
Pray that all who attend ICGB may become more deeply
rooted in Christ through their experience at ICGB 2018.
May they be equipped to lead GB on in alignment with
God’s will and direction.
PRAY FOR OUR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN
For many of our young women this is their experience: ‘I
am more likely not to have a choice about where and
when my first sexual experience happens because I am a
girl.’ 150 million girls across the world have experienced
rape or other forms of sexual violence before they reach
18 years old. Girls are exposed to sexual violence as they
walk to school, go to the toilet, socialise with friends and
even in their own homes. Pray that this may change!

BE ROOTED IN CHRIST E R BE ROOTED
ICHRIST
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GROWTH

AUGUST 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
GROWTH
REFLECTION
Theme Verse: 2 Pet 3:18 But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him
be glory both now and forever! Amen.
Did you realize that God wants you to grow up? God
isn’t content that you have put your trust in Jesus Christ
as Saviour, he now wants you to grow
Paul wrote the letter of I Corinthians four or five years
after he had ministered in the city of Corinth He
expected that that amount of time would be sufficient
time for the Corinthians to have reached a level of
maturity. Here’s what he says in I Corinthians 3: 1Dear
brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn’t talk
to you as I would to mature Christians. I had to talk as
though you belonged to this world or as though you
were infants in the Christian life. 2I had to feed you with
milk and not with solid food, because you couldn’t
handle anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready, 3for
you are still controlled by your own sinful desires. You
are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other.

LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDS
WEEK 1
In some parts of the world, August is traditionally holiday
time. Pray for all those who are running camps for their
young people. Pray that it may be a time of friendship and
fun but that it may also be a time of great blessing as we
help them grow in faith
WEEK 2
In many parts of the world August is one of the hottest
months of the year, so plant growers will know this is the
month where watering is essential. As Christians let’s
pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our lives to
water and refresh us throughout this summer month.
WEEK 3
Pray for those GB officers this week who may be preparing
for the new school and GB year ahead, as children return
from their summer breaks.
WEEK 4
Pray for GB Scotland’s Celebration Praise Service (26
August 2018) being held at the Caird Hall, Dundee for up
to 2000 girls and leaders. Christ is at the core of all we do
and on this special day we ask that He will be in the hearts
of all who attend as they are encouraged to re-dedicate
themselves in His service within Girls’ Brigade.
Let’s echo their prayers as they give thanks for 125 years
of GB and all that has been achieved and as we rededicate
ourselves to seek, serve and follow Christ.

We will equip you with the skills you need to develop as
Christians. Here are Seven Basic Habits which will help
you develop in order to grow to spiritual maturity:

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD

1. In order to grow we need to eat—The Bible
2. In order to grow we need to breathe—Prayer
3. In order to grow we need good spiritual hygiene—
Confession of sin
4. In order to grow we need a caring family—Fellowship
5. In order to grow we need regular exercise—Service
6. In order to grow we need protection—Temptation
7. In order to grow we need to give—Stewardship

We know that for around 2 billion women and girls
worldwide, menstruation is a monthly reality. We also
know that in many low-income countries, managing their
periods is a major challenge. According to a study from
UNICEF, 1 in 3 girls in South Asia knew nothing about
menstruation prior to having their first period. Pray for
those campaigning or practically supporting those who
need sanitary products or who are providing education in
this area of health care.

GO AND GROW!
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PRUNING TIME

SEPTEMBER 2018

LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDS

FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
PRUNING TIME

WEEK 1
Pray for GB Philippines’ Enrolment Service
(September 2018)
Pray especially for the involvement of the parents,
respective community persons and other
stakeholders to be truly in support of the visionmission of BGBP.

REFLECTION
As John 15:1-2 of the Study Bible puts it Jesus is the True Vine

I am the true vine, and My Father is the keeper of the
vineyard. He cuts off every branch in Me that bears no
fruit, and every branch that does bear fruit, He prunes
to make it even more fruitful.
Pruning is the gardener’s or farmer’s way of helping
diseased or weakened plants to grow stronger and to
encourage healthy new shoots. The idea of being
stripped of things, whether negative or positive,
generally brings feelings of loss and despair, but the
God news is that when God is doing that stripping it
always works together for good for them that love the
Lord and are called according to His purpose. Yes,
pruning can be painful but we need to put ourselves in
that place so that God can do His thing! There may be
long held habits that need to go; there may be time
wasters that need to be curtailed; there may be things
which are good in themselves which God no longer
wants you to do. So, sisters in Christ let us avail
ourselves to Christ’s leading even if that leading carries
an element of stripping away – because God knows the
end of the script and why that pruning that seems
difficult was ultimately for our good.
THIS MONTH LET US PRAY FOR GB AFRICA
In the midst of all the political unrest, GB Africa and
especially GB Zambia seeks prayer to dedicate their
hearts and minds to
serving the GB family by
hosting a unique ICGB in
their country. This will
be a great morale
booster
for
their
members
and
an
opportunity for their personal growth through the gift
of service and stewardship.

WEEK 2
Pray for GB Singapore’s Officers' Retreat (Sep 2018.)
Pray for officers to be refreshed and recharged to
serve with joy and love.
WEEK 3
Pray this week that the girls, young women and
leaders who are now returning to school, their
working environment and Brigade after summer
breaks will embrace God’s pruning power in
shedding the negatives that seek to hinder their
growth.
WEEK 4
Pray for GB Northern Ireland’s Service of Celebration
(30th September 2018) and District Church services,
being held at the same time. May they truly
celebrate the great stories of GB’s influence.
PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
In some parts of the world many young women will
be starting new adventures as they move on to
college or university or begin work for the first time.
Pray for them as they learn to live independently.
This is often a time of great challenge as they move
away from their support networks - home, church
and friends Pray that as leaders, who have nurtured
and supported them over the years, we may
continue to let them know we care. Pray that all
they have learnt at GB will equip them to make right
choices and have a sense of self confidence and selfworth in their new environments.
.

GB INTERNATIONAL PRAYER CALENDAR 2018

OCTOBER 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
BE FRUITFUL
REFLECTION
from Hazel-Ann Boreland (IVP Caribbean Americas)
John 15:4New International Version (NIV) reminds us that if
we are to be fruitful we must remain with Christ: ‘Remain in
me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself;
it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless
you remain in me.’
Just like an apple, no piece of fruit can survive when not
attached to the plant, so no single member of Christ’s church
can be fruitful without maintaining a connection to the ‘true
vine.’ And who is that vine? No other than Christ himself! As
John 15:2 says, Christ is the true vine. So unless we hold fast
to Christ our goals and aspirations of fruitfulness in ministry
are futile.
So how do we do this? We keep our prayer life alive; we spend
time with Gods word; we regularly fellowship with other
believers and we seek ways to be Chirst’s hands and feet. If
we neglect these things it’s like we lose our contact.
The old maxim and scriptural text rings true time and time
again. Seek you first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness and all other things shall be added unto you.
So, if we seek to be effective and fruitful in mission, seek God
first, remain in Him regardless of the season and as we feed
on the nourishment of the vine we too will bear fruit.

THIS MONTH LET US PRAY
FOR GB PACIFIC
The
Pacific
Fellowship
extends across the huge
expanse
of
mainland
Australia to the tiniest
Pacific Island. Pray for our
sisters in this area. Lord,
protect them as they travel many miles to meet for
training and meetings. May their financial needs be met
and the necessary programme resources and personnel
be found so their work may flourish.

BE FRUITFUL
LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDS
WEEK 1
Pray for GB Australia’s National Conference in Tasmania
(4th to 7th October)
Pray for GB Northern Ireland’s Celebration Ball (5th
October 2018), a Formal Ball for leaders across GBNI, to
celebrate 125 years of Girls’ Brigade.
Pray for GB Thailand’s National GB/YMB Camps (Oct 2018)
Pray for trainers and children to attend all camps and be
enriched.
WEEK 2
Pray that girls and leaders have a great day together and
the weather is fine for GB Ireland's Fun day for All at
Dublin Zoo (Saturday 13 October 2018). May they use this
opportunity to make known the presence of GB in Ireland.
Pray that as the world celebrates the International Day of
the Girl on 11th October, Girls’ Brigade members
everywhere may take the opportunity to tell stories of the
fruitfulness of our mission.
WEEK 3
Pray for the GB Europe AGM in Dublin, Ireland (October
2018) with the formal election of a new International VicePresident.
WEEK 4
In this final week of October many celebrate Halloween.
Pray that rather than a focus on characters of Hollywood,
folklore or the occult, this season may be a time for us to
focus on the symbols of our faith the leaders who have
showed us along the way what it means to be faithful.

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
Gender-based violence causes more deaths and
disabilities among women worldwide, aged 15-44
than cancer, malaria, traffic accidents and war.
Pray that all of God’s people will be treated with
dignity and respect and will live lives free from fear.

GB INTERNATIONAL PRAYER CALENDAR 2018
BE READY FOR THE HARVEST

NOVEMBER 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING:
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
BE READY FOR THE HARVEST
REFLECTION from Lynn Rogers(International Treasurer)
Galatians 6:9
Let us not grow weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Have you ever been to a miserable Harvest Festival service?
Me neither. They are occasions of thankfulness, joy and
abundance and speak of Gods’ blessings. I am certain that
every farmer who plants a crop expects a harvest. Harvest
time is the fulfilment of all the hard work that has gone into
the year and a successful harvest is the foundation for the
next year and secures the future. Everyone knows that unripe
fruit tastes awful as does fruit that is rotten; however, when
it is completely ripe it is beautiful. God has arranged our
world so that everything has its proper time. Paul challenged
the Galatians to continue to do good and not to give up. He
asserted that they would receive a harvest of blessing in due
time. We can get discouraged if we don’t seem to see any
tangible results. We can even lose the sense of purpose and
be concerned that our work will never ripen or even rot in the
field. But we must always remember that it is God’s harvest
and we are His workers always trusting that He is working in
our lives and in the lives of the girls we work with. So take up
the challenge to be faithful and patient, work hard in his
service and in God’s time you will receive the fruitful harvest
of God’s blessing.
“All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.”

THIS MONTH LET US PRAY FOR
GB ASIA
Lord we pray for our sisters in
Christ throughout GB Asia as they
serve amongst a myriad of eastern
faiths and creeds give them courage and power to make a
difference in the lives that they encounter and touch every
day. Lord, help them to be FEET for you in Asia.

LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDSR
WEEK 1
Pray for GB Philippines’ Young Leaders' Camp: L.E.A.D.
& S.E.R.V.E. (October & November 2018) as they run
simultaneously as mentoring is given emphasis.
Pray for the cooperation and involvement of former
Young Leaders to mentor the new or incoming young
leaders; for a smooth transition of leadership.
WEEK 2
Pray for the new GBI President and President’s
Committee as they learn to work together. Pray that
each member will bring their skills and gifts to the team.
Help them to identify what God is doing in this world and
to see what part GB has in His big story!
WEEK 3
Take the opportunity this week to thank God for the
‘fruit’ he has enabled you to bring to harvest. Thank him
for young lives that have been/are being changed
though the impact of GB. Thank him too for those who
have helped you to learn how to ‘be fruitful’ in his
service.
WEEK 4
Pray for GB Hong Kong’s Basic Officers' Training Course
(Nov 2018) - Pray for more faithful officers to serve in GB.

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
Let’s pray for girls all around the world today that they
may hear the incredible good news the Gospel has for
them. This is the gospel message they need to hear:
Because you’re a girl, you are made in the image of
God. And that means you are loved, you have
incredible value, and you have been made to fulfil your
unique God-given potential!

GB INTERNATIONAL PRAYER CALENDAR 2018
OVERFLOWING FRUIT

DECEMBER 2018
FRUITFUL & OVERFLOWING
Use this month to think about our sub-theme:
OVERFLOWIG FRUIT
REFLECTION from Dr. Claire Rush (IVP Europe)
2 Peter 1:7-8
“..and to godliness, brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in
increasing measure, they will keep you from being
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ”
“What could we possibly do to help her?!?”, a young
man asked in frustration, “for countless times, the same
problem keeps on arising. She cannot seem to
understand that she’s doing it wrong.”
One of the most difficult things for people to
understand is how to extend grace and love over and
over again to the same person and for the same reasons.
It is easy to let go of people when we think we have
given or done everything that we can but little do we
know – it is not possible to have done everything.
Because every day, every moment of our lives, God
continues to work on us, He continues to supply us with
all that we need that we may withstand the challenges
of the world. In the middle of so many awful, sad and
tragedies this world has, choose to LOVE instead.
Choose to be all the more kind, to be all the more
patient, to be all the more forgiving – choose to be that
person who continues to hold on for that one person
whom everyone has given up on.
We are not meant to change hearts but we are used to
set an example of how Christ has changed our hearts.
We are able to make a positive difference because He is
able!

LET US PRAY FOR SPECIFIC EVENTS & NEEDS R
WEEK 1
Pray for GB Hong Kong’s Annual Parade &
Thanksgiving Service (December 2018). Pray for the
preparation and good weather.
WEEK 2
Pray for all Girls’ Brigade companies worldwide as
they seek to celebrate the birth of our Saviour. May
2018 end on a positive and uplifting note for all.
Rejoice in the coming of the Saviour of eth world.
WEEK 3
Father as we all prepare for the coming of Christmas
2018 may we reflect on your overflowing love. Help
us this holiday season to give one girl or boy your gift
of Christ – so that we can be instruments of
fruitfulness that overflows.
WEEK 4
Pray for the launch of the 2019 GB International
Materials and the plans that will now be being made
for programmes and activities in the forthcoming
year.

PRAY FOR GIRLS & YOUNG WOMEN ROUND THE
WORLD
This year we have been celebrating 125 years of
fruitful and overflowing mission. In a world with so
many key issues affecting girls, let’s not forget the
many stories of girls and young women who through
the impact of GB, have done incredible things. Lives
have been changed as young women have heard the
good news of Jesus. Thank God for this. And let’s
pray that this mission may grow and that as we move
into our next season we may continue to meet the
needs of the girls of this world giving them HOPE
beyond measure.

